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COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

At the monthly meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 30th April 2002 there were present:-

Councillors
Mr. A. M. Lacey, Mayor





Mr. G. Sindrey, Deputy Mayor





Mrs. G. A. Camp





Dr. J. J. Camp





Mrs. M. S. Cox





Mr. C. T. Elsmore





Mr. C. P. Kay





Mr. C. Lusty





Mrs. J. A. Marrott





Mr. M. S. Morgan





Miss. M. J. Shallcross





Mr. M. T. Weston



Gloucestershire Constabulary P. C. Rob Dix

APOLOGIES for absence were received from Councillor P. A. Morgan and County Councillor Mr. P. Chamberlain.

The minutes of the last meeting of the Council held on Tuesday 26th March 2002 having been circulated were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct.

Chairman A. M. Lacey, Mayor, introduced P. C. Dix who gave the following crime figures for the periods:

 01/03/02 – 31/03/02.




Y/E 2002
Violence against a person

4

45

Burglary Dwelling


3

36

Burglary Non-Dwelling

1

28


Theft from Vehicle


6

49

Theft of Vehicle


1

17

Other Theft and Handling
          10
          107

Fraud and Forgery


3                      36

Criminal Damage


6                      97

Possession of Drugs


1                      17

Trafficking of Drugs


2                        6

Notifiable Offences


0                        9

Councillor Marrott asked P. C. Dix about the new ‘Thumb Print’ Initiative.  P.C. Dix gave Members details of this new initiative, which is being introduced to help reduce fraud and forgery cases.

Councillor Mrs. G. A. Camp asked if the Mobile Police Unit was helping in picking up extra information and crime detection.  P. C. Dix confirmed that this was the case, especially after the second or third visit when confidence is being built up with the public.

Councillor M. T. Weston asked P.C. Dix what powers the police had over car tax issues.  P. C. Dix replied that if a vehicle is parked off the public highway the police have no jurisdiction in that area. However, if a vehicle is identified without a tax disc when parked on a public highway, a notice is put on that vehicle and its details are forwarded to the DVLC, so further action can be taken.

Councillor Weston also went on to report an incident which occurred in the Town Centre, where a game of rugby was started in the vicinity of St. John’s Street and made its way into the centre which for which Police presence was requested but never came.  The problem of the Skateboarders on the Clock Tower area was also reiterated by Councillor Weston, stressing that it was only a matter of time before a member of the public was injured.

P. C. Dix told Members that there are not enough Police to enable constant foot patrols of the Town Centre.  However, he appreciated that it was a problem. But as pointed out in previous meetings, it is not an offence to be on a skateboard in the Town Centre.  The possible view to prosecuting on criminal damage over the damage, which has occurred to the Cross and several planters, was viable, but how is it proved? 

Councillor Miss. M. J. Shallcross told Members that skateboarding was also a problem for the residents of  Tufthorn Close, Milkwall.  A meeting was arranged for the residents and the skateboarders to discuss issues, but only one young person turned up.

The need is evident for a skateboard park in the Coleford area, members asked if there was a possibility of involving the SRB6 Scheme, raising the question over possible funding.

Councillor G. Sindrey, Deputy Mayor, thanked P. C. Dix and reiterated that the Town Council appreciated all the hard work that the Police do in the area.  Complaints about poor response times and lack of police resources in most cases are purely down to there being not enough Police Officers.

He suggested that a letter of support be sent to our local Member of Parliament, stressing that it is not the quality of the policing that is the problem but the quantity of Officers that are employed by the government.

P. C. Dix went on to show Members a video that was being shown to elderly residents in the area as part of a national campaign to stress the problem of ‘Bogus Callers’.

P. C.  Dix left the meeting at 8.00pm.

1. WHITECLIFF BROOK UPDATE
The Clerk read out a letter, which was sent to County Councillor Peter Chamberlain from Paul Galland, Head of Service – Highways Maintenance G.C.C.  The letter gives a brief update on the latest developments on Whitecliff Brook.

The County Council and Welsh Water agreed to meet and gather information which could be submitted for Counsel’s opinion regarding the question of whether or not Whitecliff Brook is a public sewer.

Information has been sent to Counsel and opinions should be forthcoming by June 2002.

The hole in the Coleford to Newland Road is being investigated and it is hoped that this work will be carried out shortly.

The Clerk also read a letter from Jim Stewart in reply to a letter that the Town Council had sent, regarding future planning considerations.  The District Council has been trying to get a clear view from Welsh Water and the Environment Agency about the drainage problems in the Coleford area.

The Town Council will be kept informed of further developments.

Resolved:  If no response is forthcoming from Counsel by the end of June 2002, further action will be required.

2. FOOTPATH REAR OF NEWLAND QUARRY
The Clerk informed Members that a letter had been received from Julian Potter – G.C.C, confirming that the Public Footpaths RCO27 and 28 are now clear and available for public use.

3. THE PARISH COUNCIL CODE OF CONDUCT – FORMAL ADOPTION AND DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE
The Clerk requested that the Code of Conduct be officially adopted at the meeting.  Members were told that NALC advised Councils to adopt the code ‘as is’.  Declarations of Acceptance were ready for Members signature.

Resolved:  Members agreed to adopt the Code of Conduct as recommended by NALC.

4. CLOSURE OF COLEFORD MAGISTRATES COURT
Councillor M. Morgan informed Members that there were fresh rumours in the newspapers regarding the closure of Coleford Magistrates Court.

Resolved:  Members requested that a very strong letter of protest be sent in support of the Magistrates Court, and other Councils be encouraged to do the same.

5. USE OF COUNCIL CHAMBER FOR CHAMBER OF TRADE MEETINGS
The Clerk informed Members that a request had come from the Chamber of Trade, to use the Council Chambers to hold their meetings which are held on a Monday evening four times per year.

Resolved:  Chamber of Trade can use the Chambers for their June 2002 meeting.  Members asked the Clerk to put ‘Letting Policy’ on the next Office Sub-Committee Meeting.

6. AUDIT COMMISSION – EXTERNAL AUDIT ARRANGEMENTS FROM APRIL 2002
The Audit Commission has written to the Town Council informing us of a change to external audit arrangements as from April 2002.

‘Moore Stephens’ will be appointed auditor from the 1st April 2002.  In addition, District Audit will be jointly appointed to all the local councils in England and Wales.

Moore Stephens in Bath is part of the Moore Stephens network of accountancy firms.  The appointments will be for 5 years in the first instance.

The Audit Commission ask that if Members believe that Moore Stephens has a conflict of interest, which would prevent it from being the external auditor of Coleford Town Council, to let them know.

Resolved:  Clerk to write letter to Audit Commission asking why Coleford Town Council were not consulted or had no participation in the choice of auditors.

7. KING GEORGE V RENEWAL OF LICENCE AGREEMENT
The current licence with Broadwell AFC runs out on the 31st May 2002.  The Clerk asked members to consider renewing the licence with effect from 1st June 2002.

Resolved:  Broadwell AFC to be awarded the licence for 2002-2003, with no increase in fees.

8. CDL STONE – ANNUAL INSPECTION REPORT AND REMEDIAL WORKS
Following the annual inspection, CDL Stone reported that there are no major problems although the label mould to the belfry east window does give some cause for concern.  An estimate of cost for the work that they consider necessary to keep the Tower in good order are as follows:

· Clock Tower Roof

£   688.00

· Belfry East Window
£ 5866.00

· Cross


£   565.00

Resolved:  The Clerk to consult Mr. Bill Cronin F.O.D.D.C if the Town Council would be able to apply for a grant from the HERS Grant Scheme.

9. COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUE RE: OFFICIAL TOWN CENTRE OPENING
Costings have been obtained for the provision of a plaque to be sited on the Clock Tower area.

· 12” x 8” Bronze Plaque
£   174.00

· Face Existing Stone
£     25.00

Members requested that the wording on the plaque be altered.

Resolved:  Wording on plaque to be changed to read ‘TO COMMEMORATE THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE REDESIGNED TOWN CENTRE’.

10. NEWLAND STREET PUBLIC CONVENIENCE – ANNUAL COSTS
The Clerk advised members that a letter had been received from Amir Razvi F.O.D.D.C regarding Newland Street Toilets, showing a breakdown of the annual running costs as requested.

Resolved:  To be discussed at next Monthly Meeting in May 2002.

11. QUOTATION FOR WINDOW SECURITY – KGV PAVILION
The Clerk advised Members that a quote had been obtained from Total Protection Security to secure the two remaining windows at the pavilion.

Resolved:  Members approved roller shutters to be installed at a cost of £992.

12. AGE CONCERN – REQUEST TO USE CLOCK TOWER AREA
The Clerk informed Members that a letter had been received from ‘Age Concern’ requesting permission to erect a small stand on the Clock Tower Area on 3rd May from 10 am – 1pm.

Resolved:  Permission granted.

13. F.O.D.D.C – ROAD CLOSURE REQUEST – MUSIC FESTIVAL 2ND/3RD JUNE 2002
A letter has been received from the F.O.D.D.C informing Members that the ‘Switched On’ Committee has requested a road closure order for the forthcoming Music Festival.

Resolved:  No Objections

14. G.C.C. – LINK ROAD STUDY – COMMISSIONING BRIEF
A letter has been received from Richard. S. Waters, containing a draft-commissioning brief for the study of the engineering elements of the proposed Link Road.

Councillor P. A. Morgan has already studied the document and the Clerk reported that it was adequate.

Resolved:  Members requested that they each receive a copy of the draft brief.

15. F.O.D.D.C – STREET WARDENS STEERING GROUP REPRESENTATIVE
A letter has been received from Amir Razvi asking that a representative from Coleford Town Council attend the inauguration meeting of the Street Wardens Steering Group on Wednesday 8th May 2002.


Resolved:  Councillor M. T. Weston to attend.

16. S.O.S. ACTION GROUP
A letter had been received from the Save Our Standish Action Committee, informing Members of the intention to transfer services from Standish Hospital to Gloucester Royal in 2004.

The S.O.S committee is seeking both financial and practical support.

Resolved:  The Clerk to write letter of support.

17. GOLDEN JUBILEE MUGS – PRESENTATION TO SCHOOL CHILDREN
The Deputy Clerk advised Members of the number of mugs required by Coalway and St. Johns schools and also dates of presentations.

COALWAY INFANTS 

No. req:  190 - Presentation Day:  Friday 31st May 2002

COALWAY JUNIORS 

No. req:  250 - Presentation Day:  Thursday 30th May 2002.

ST.JOHNS 

No. req:  207 - Presentation Day:  Friday 28th June 2002

Berry Hill School has also sent a letter requesting if the Town Council would consider paying half the costs towards Jubilee Mugs.

Resolved:  Clerk to send a letter to Berry Hill School and advise them that the school is not in Coleford Parish and suggest that West Dean Parish Council be approached.

18. PLANS
Applicant


Proposals


Recommendations

DF270/5/C (P464/02)

Erection of a detached private car
No objections.

9, Greenfield Road,

garage.  Construction of new

Coleford.


vehicular access.

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

CC/142/lpt/PT33898
Gloucestershire County Council (B4228 and Lambsquay Road, Coleford) (40 mph Speed Limit) Order 2002.

19. F.O.D.D.C – ENTRANCE TO WHITECLIFF QUARRY
A letter has been received from the F.O.D.D.C updating Members on the progress of the entrance to Whitecliff Quarry, Newland Street with information given to them by the owner of the quarry.

As regards the entrance to the quarry, NCH Action For Children are going to be starting work on their new sewer connection from The Collies, into the main sewerage shortly.  At the same time, prices have been obtained for the installation of a pavement along the frontage to the quarry to enable wheelchairs to be safely propelled.

It is hoped that once the sewer has been installed they will be able to commence work completing the entrance.

20. COMMUNITY HEALTH COUNCIL – VISIT TO F.O.D.D.C
The Community Health Council is visiting Coleford on Wednesday 8th May at the F.O.D.D.C offices at 1.30pm.

Discussion will be informal with no set agenda.  The Community Health Council is the public voice within the NHS and it needs information and ideas from people to help build a picture of the standard of healthcare provided.

21. G.C.C PARISH SNOW WARDEN
A letter has been received form G.C.C requesting a Snow Warden for Coleford Parish 2002/2003.

Resolved:  Councillor C. T. Elsmore to be warden.

22. F.O.D SUBSTANCE ACTION GROUP – COMMUNITIES AGAINST DRUGS INITIATIVE ACTION PLAN 2002-2003 (previously circulated)
The Action Plan was developed that identified ‘hot spots’ of drug related crime and gaps in existing services to drug misusers.

The F.O.D Substance Action Group would like to hear if anyone as information as to where drug taking/dealing is taking place, what effect that this has had in a particular area and what the Council feel needs to be done to address the issues.

Resolved:  The Clerk told Members that if they wished to relay any information, to put in sealed envelopes and would be passed on to the Action Group in the strictest of confidence.

Members resolved to extend the meeting until 9.10pm.

23. F.O.D COMMUNITY RADIO – PARISH PRESENTATION
The Clerk informed members that a letter had been received from the Forest of Dean Community Radio asking if the Town Council would like them to come and do a parish presentation.

Resolved:  The Clerk to organise suitable date for presentation.

24. F.O.D.D.C – TRAINING ON PLANNING
The F.O.D.D.C is proposing to hold two sessions in the Council Offices for Parish and Town Councillors who are involved in making comments on planning applications to explain how the planning system works and the sort of thing to look for on a planning application.

The first session will be on Monday 20th May and the second on Monday 27th May.  Places are limited to 3 representatives from each council.

Resolved:  Councillors C. T. Elsmore, M. S. Cox and J. A. Marrott to attend, date to be arranged.

25. W.I REQUEST TO PLANT TREE TO MARK GOLDEN JUBILEE
The Clerk informed Members that a letter had been received from the W. I in Coleford seeking permission to plant a tree in the Town Centre to mark the Queen’s Golden Jubilee.

Resolved:  Members agreed in principle.  The Clerk to contact Shane Ball to consult on appropriate species and siting.

26. MUSIC FESTIVAL STAGES
A letter has been received from the organisers of Coleford Music Festival, informing Members about the duration that the main stage will be in situ.

Due to the extended Bank Holiday weekend, it will be necessary for the main stage to remain on site from Thursday 30th May until Wednesday 5th June.  Security measures will be in place to limit any vandalism.  As usual, the utmost consideration will be given to removing items from the site as quickly and safely as possible.

Resolved:  Members were satisfied with the arrangements.

27. LORRY WATCH SCHEME – RICHARD. S. WATERS G. C. C.
In conjunction with Trading Standards, G. C. C. is participating in a lorry watch scheme.  Cinderhill is being considered as a possible location for one of the surveys.

Richard Waters will be sending out further information when available.

28. MEMBERS REPORTS
Councillor M. S. Morgan requested that:

1. The Union jack to be inspected – if it in a bad state of repair please could it 

be replaced.

2. Could a meeting be arranged with the Inspector. K. Desbois.

3. There is a rumour that the Midland Bank in Coleford could be closing.  Can a letter be sent to HSBC requesting some information.
Councillor C. Lusty reported that he had attended the Buchanan Recreation Ground A.G.M.  Their financial position for last year was reported as grim.

Councillor M. S. Cox reported on the Coleford Partnership Meeting, which was held on the 22nd April.  It is hoped that the next stage event will be held over the Music Festival Weekend, to be able to call upon a ‘captive audience’ for their input.  It is hoped that there will be various venues around the Town Centre, which will be manned by volunteers. 

Councillor Cox asked members permission to have the use of the Council Chambers as a possible venue.

Resolved:  Permission granted.

Councillor J. A. Marrott was asked to complete and ‘Post Foot and Mouth Recovery Survey’ which has been forwarded.  Because of the nature of the survey, Councillor Marrott also sent a written report, as the problem was too complicated to just put in a survey form.

A copy of the report and survey form will be kept in the Town Council Office for Members inspection. 

Councillor C. T. Elsmore reported that OFSTED would be visiting Coalway School in June 2002.

29. ACCOUNTS
R. B. S.  Payroll Preparation Jan 2002 – Mar 2002



76.38

P. Gibbs – Coleford Town Clock




          100.00

G E Capital Finance Ltd – Photocopier 01.05.02 – 31.07.02

          235.00

GRCC – Market Towns Forum Fees 2001/2002


          100.00

Office Star – stationery





          106.17

Ernest Heal & Sons – Coleford Cemetery Bins



35.25

B.T. Ltd -  Office Telephone

             


          175.01

Tom Nicholson – Golden Jubilee Mugs



        1850.03

D.J.Hewer & Co. Ltd – Boiler Service 14.03.02



55.52

F.O.D.D.C – Coleford Cemetery Rates 01.04.02 – 31.03.03

          242.19

R.J. Contracting – Cleaning Pigeon Mess/Tidying Pavilion
                      141.00

CDL Stone – Clock Tower Survey




          235.00

B.T Ltd – Fax Bill







93.89

Gloucestershire Media – Carnival of Transport



32.43

Gloucestershire Media – Annual Assembly




51.70

F.O.D.D.C – Rates – April 2002




          111.50

Mr Shane Ball – Town Centre Flowers



          178.67

Fire Officers Benevolent Fund




          200.00

C. Wilkins - wages






          433.27

S. A. Pritchard (1126.90 wages + 81.66 cleaning)


        1208.56

H. Gane – wages + tax credits




          929.25

Inland Revenue







98.76

Switched On C.A.E.P – Grant – Music Festival


        3000.00

British Gas – Office 12.12.01 – 13.03.02



          100.73

Mr. R. L. Gittings – Emptying Baskets – Final Payment

            98.28

Inland Revenue – Tax due re: R. L. Gittings




27.72

Cornhill Insurance – Annual Premium



        2744.80

G.A.P.T.C







        1240.53

G.C.C. Pensions






          397.05

Petty Cash








75.00

Forest Keys & Trophies – Talent Competition re Music Festival

36.00

INCOME

Current Account

04/04/02
Burial Plots Purchase Mr. C. Edey


          236.00

12/04/02
C A B Rent





          950.00

25/04/02
Ernest Heal & Sons (Sapsford)


            36.00



Ernest Heal & Sons (Stephens)



96.00



Ernest Heal & Sons (Stephens)



34.00



Ernest Heal & Sons (Price)




40.00

High Interest Account

10/04/02
Gross Credit Interest




          140.33

29/04/02
Norwich Union Dividend




12.13

29/04/02
2002/2003 Precept F.O.D.D.C


      58000.00

There being no other business the meeting was closed at 9.10pm

…………………………

CHAIRMAN.
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